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be chose in October; as the most effectual measures had been taken to turn the scale of election once more in favour of the House of Austria; as an equivalent for Silesia was to be looked upon as the most romanti-cal of all the State-Quixotisms of these Quixote times; as England lay under no visible obligation to procure, or to assist in procuring any such equivalent, and as every pretence of that kind ought to be resolved into the wild and drunken promise of a wild and drunken Minister,* no tolerable reason could be urged for continuing the quarrel any longer.
This was the language they might and ought to have used at this crisis, instead of which they put a stop to his Lordship's farther remonstrances, by sending him out of the way to Ireland; and when Cape Breton was taken by the New-En glanders, assisted by Sir Peter Warren, a double portion of the late favourite's spirit seemed to have taken possession of those who had ejected him. Nothing would now satisfy them but the keeping the conquest they had so unexpectedly made, and which in the most flourishing state of our affairs, France would scarce have suffered. The coldness of the climate, the expense of the garrison and fortifications, the little likelihood that in twenty years the profits of the place would balance the cost of one, were then never so much as mentioned ; on the contrary, a certain noble Duke, at that time the protector of it, in the ardour of his zeal, was pleased to declare, that if France was master of Portsmouth, he would hang the man who should give up Cape Breton in exchange for it.
In a word, this was the style which our steady * Lord Oarteret.